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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Drake & Company expands capabilities; offers consulting and launches blog
CHESTERFIELD, Mo. (July 25, 2008) – Drake & Company is growing, expanding services and launching new initiatives to tout its capabilities as a full-service association management company.
Hiring news

Becky Rasmussen, previously a program coordinator, was promoted to assistant director for the National Christmas Tree Association. Amy Rehmeirer, Alyson Hall and Becky Hadley were hired as program coordinators and Penny Key as a meeting coordinator. 
Rehmeier, a recent graduate of University of Missouri, will serve as program coordinator for the Dairy Calf & Heifer Association and the Missouri Dairy Association. The National Christmas Tree Association and Christmas Spirit Foundation welcome Hall, a recent graduate of the University of Missouri School of Journalism, as a program coordinator. Hadley will serve as program coordinator for the American Academy on Communication in Healthcare and MidStates Hearth Patio and Barbecue Association. Key has more than 10 years of experience in meeting planning and will work with many DrakeCo clients. 
Marketing capabilities
Several staff members have expanded their role to include marketing presentations. Drake & Company can assist organizations in the development of marketing strategies including: bridging the generational gaps; marketing specifically to Gen Y; cause marketing; developing responses to difficult questions from media and customers; and reaching the emerging rural lifestyle audience. Clients served include Mid-American Christmas Tree Grower’s Association, American National Insurance, Finishing Contractors Association, Turf and Ornamental Communicators Association, Kansas Christmas Tree Grower’s Association and the Architectural Glass and Metal Association.  

DrakeCo Blog

Drake & Company’s blog – http://blog.drakeco.com – is another way to reach the nonprofit community, particularly in the area of cause marketing. The Cone Corporate Citizenship survey states that 89 percent of Americans believe corporations and nonprofits should work together to raise money and awareness for causes and 75 percent of Americans feel nonprofits would benefit from having employees of the partner company volunteer for the nonprofit. These are powerful facts, and DrakeCo is in a position to help companies achieve customer growth and retention through the implementation of a cause marketing strategy. 

About DrakeCo

Drake & Company is a full-service association management company accredited by the AMC Institute. DrakeCo specializes in management of agricultural and medical trade, industry and membership organizations. Clients include Ag Media Summit, Alpha Zeta, American Academy on Communication in Healthcare, Country Living Association, Christmas Spirit Foundation, Dairy Calf & Heifer Association, MidStates Hearth Patio & Barbeque Association and National Christmas Tree Association. For more information about DrakeCo, contact Steve Drake: (636) 449-5050 or drake@drakeco.com.
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